


One Roman founder of 
education, Quintilian, is pivotal in 
influencing modern education. 
In this comic,  I am going to 
investigate his overall 
influence on modern education.
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Many words gather 
into a book, and 
these words 
convey ideas. These 
books are created 
by literate authors 
who were taught to 
write  in an 
educational setting. 

I want to reach back to 
Greek and Roman founders 
of western discourse who 
established ideological 
principles that composition 
theorists today recycle, 
reinvent, & claim as new 
ideas.

A word is a 
rhetorically 
charged image, 
containing 
multiple meanings 
in the ways it is 
displayed to the 
reader. 

As I fall asleep 
while reading books, 
I can't help but 
wonder what 
educational theories 
steered writers to 
write the way they 
do. How has 
schooling 
influenced the way 
we write? 

Contemporary discussions on 
education tend to revolve 
around current discussions 
about politics. I'm not sure I 
want to go into that. I want to 
reach further, deeper into 
history. What are the 
foundations of our educational 
systems?



Who am I?

I'm just 
someone who has 

been taught how to 
write.

I was taught to write 
as a human, not a 
machine. Duh, right?

James 
J. Murphy, 

editor of one of 
Quintilian's compiled 
writings, says, The 

institution of education 
“epitomizes the best 

of a humane 
approach to 
literacy” (xiii)

it is important to 
recognize that Quintilian 
wanted to establish a 

humane approach to teaching 
literacy. this approach brings 

some very positive and 
negative aspects to the 
teaching of writing and 

literacy.
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The positive is that 
humane learning promotes 
creativity in an enjoyable 

environment.

The Negative is 
that humane learning 

promotes the very human need to 
make some types of writing or 
discourse less legitimate than 

others



I am 
an 

educator that 
is concerned 

with pragmatic 
human access 
to learning.

Quintilian can speak 
for himself
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I would 

say that elementary 
learning should “be an 

amusement to "a student; let 
him be questioned and 

praised; let him never feel 
pleased that he does not know a 
thing; and sometimes, if he is 

unwilling to learn, let 
another be taught before 

him, of whom he may 
be envious” (15) However, “custom in 

speaking” should be “the

 agreement of the educated, just as I call 

custom in living the agreement of the 

good” (57). The process of this formation 

comes from the ethos that finally 

establishes custom (49-57)

So, are 
you saying 
that the 

ivory tower 
makes the 

decisions on 
the language 

and 
literacy?

I have a 
few issues 

here. 

Doesn't it 
make sense that the 

educated decide 
education?

Well, let me explain.



First off, I, quintilian, am not opposed 
to kinetic modes of learning. Though I 
want children to learn form before 
function, I have no problem with them 
enhancing memory, and thereby 
enhance their oration, by handling 
tangible figures to grasp linguistic 
characters, what I have called in 
Institutio Oratoria as “ivory figure of 
letters to play with, or whatever else 
can be invented, in which that 
infantile age may take delight, and 
which may be pleasing to handle, look 
at, or name” (16). I am not all about 
just reading.

Does 
this allow 

discourse to 
change form 

for 
accessibility 

purposes, just 
like this 
comic?

Next, I am not a fan of private 
instruction. Students should be 
surrounded by other minds, so that 
when the teacher’s instruction 
“may reach to many” and pupils 
can assist each other (21). The 
public teaching environment is 
important to literacy. Additionally, I 
think  discourse education should 
be broad, incorporating many fields 
of study such as music and 
geometry (28, 74-80)

So is 
language 
socially 

generated? 

Third, I am no stick in the 
mud. I value play in pupils. 
“it is a sign of vicacity, and I 
cannot expect that he who is 
always dull and spiritless 
will be of an eager 
disposition in his 
studies” (26). I know there 
needs to be motivation to 
learn, it needs to be fun. 

Enjoyment is 
an access point 
for discourse. 

Does that play in 
involve play in 

language?       
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In preventing corruption of 
language, I think language should 
be "correct, perspicuous, and 
elegant"(35) and should avoid 
barbarisms against language such 
as incorrect language use, infusion 
of other languages (36), and vulgar 
germinations of language (37) 

I am firmly intolerant of  
solecism in language 
sequencing. Errors in 
conjugation and order only 
further corrupt language 
and oration. (44-45)

Furthermore, language 
should not be damaged by 
incorporating foreign  
words; "I prefer following 
the latin method" of 
language and excluding 
other dialects "as far as 
propriety allows" (47)

So, how is it that 
he sees social 

impact on language? I 
am really starting to 
lose interest in how 

Quintilian views 
discourse.

Not sure this is 
workin' for 

me. This elitism seems 
impractical in terms of how 

language is actually 
formed.  

I can really 
see this 

perpetuate Racist 
ideology of claiming 
certain languages and 

dialects are 
superior to 

others.



NEVER!!! 
That is not what 

education 
should be 

about!
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Why do you have to keep messing 
with language?! Can't you just leave it 

alone! Can't you just focus on educating the 
masses in a formulaic and less transgressive 

way! This positivism and ideology that you 
speak of will not go away! Just stop 

messing with language!!!!



I need to Fight back!

Why? Why Do 
you need to fight 

back?!

Because. . 
that. . .is how 
discourse and 

literacy evolves. . it 
is Bakhtin's notions 

of Centripetal & 
Centrifugal forces 

in language

This fight 
between us is all 
just a metaphor 
representing 

origins of dialogic 
discourse 
formation.

You are the 
centripetal and 

authoritative voice 
that maintains the 

grammatical force 
in language. 

And I am the 
centrifugal 

force pushing the 
boundaries of 

Discourse! 
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Alright, then let this dialogic 
exchange continue!
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Amidst the fight, I 
recognize that this dialogic 
exchange is the consistent 
(and healthy) conflict that 
occurs in every classroom i 
have ever attended. The 
rules are set by the 
educator and the student is 
compelled to challenge the 
rules. 

How are we going to 
learn w/o a little 
rebellion? How will order 
evolve without a little 
chaos? Quintilian set 
some educational 
foundations that are 
meant to be shaken. 



zzz . . . 

uph.  . . I 
must have 

been 
dreamin. . .

I've got 
to get to 
class!

The End
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-the purpose and character of your use:

The visual representations of the characters  (Quintilian, Plato, 
Aristotle, and Bakhtin) and the supplementary graphics in this comic 
book helped to create a fictitious conversation based on my experience 
with the characters' written ideas. I, jim haendiges, did not seek to 
visually defame any of the characters; I merely wanted to lend a face 
and a physical mouth to the authors' works in a new and interesting 
way. the dialogue that the authors spoke were directly quoted or 
paraphrased from their work. Other visuals in this comic book were 
meant give the reader a more clear (visual) understanding of the 
setting and ideas I engaged. Besides, i would have a bigger problem 
than fair use on my hands if the authors (or artists who sketched or 
photographed the authors) who i am visually representing would rise 
from the grave and object to my use of their likeness.

-the Nature of the copyrighted work:

The images from this comic book were found on public internet 
sites or were taken on my personal camera. The sites where I found 
the images were exhibiting their images for educational or non-
profit use. As a critical investigation into the nature of language 
and literacy in comic book form, this work and images it contains 
will also be used for educational and non-profit purposes.

-the amount and the substantiality of the portion taken:

Several images from this comic book were taken in their entirety  
from web sites, but i only used the images. I used image filters 
available through the comic life software application, but i did not 
claim these images as mine own. i did not plagiarize any contents 
from the sites and i noted the URLs where i obtain the images. Again, 
I used these images as complimentary visuals to my dialogic 
narrative. 

-the effect of the use on the potential market:

i seek no profit from the use of these images beyond publication (in 
which I will recieve no monetary compensation). Furthermore, this 
comic book does not mock or defame anyone other than myself. 
maybe i should sue myself.


